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Four Is
Inspire, Inform, 
Interact Impact



What,  Where, 
When,  Who 
How and 
Why?
The 6 
Fundamental  
Questions

What?

• A Community Interest Company  not for profit

Where and when?

• Freely available at:  www.designinglibraries.uk.org

Who?

• Director Ayub Khan  Head of Libraries & Cultural 
Services Warwickshire

• Supported by an Advisory Group of stakeholders 
and experts from all library sectors and  chaired 
by Library Design Consultant Karen Latimer

• Partners with LIBER LAG, IFLA Library Design SC, 
CILIP, SCONUL, Arts Council, Libraries 
Connected, Schools Library Association

http://www.designinglibraries.uk.org/


Designing Libraries Advisory Board Members



How  and 
Why?

How?

Gather information

Disseminate information

Collaborate

Confer

But most importantly

Why? Inspire Inform Interact Impact



WHY?
INSPIRE

Share best practice and experience in order to 
raise standards of design and support library 
planners and designers 

Learn from others

Libraries section: inspiring library projects 
from around the world

Case Studies sections : transforming spaces - 
interiors



RCSI Library, Dublin



• Glucksman Library, 
University of Limerick



Università Luigi Bocconi in Milan



Magdalene
Cambridge 
Library



Town House, 
Kingston 
University 
Library 
Courtyard



University of Luxembourg



Storyhouse, Chester



The Word, 
South Shields



Keep up to date with issues and trends

Perspectives on library design from architects and 
librarians

Resources: web links, sources of information on all 
aspects of library buildings, design, technology and 
innovation

Marketplace: sponsored directory of  library designers 
and suppliers

News : conferences , awards, meetings, libraries in the 
news

WHY?
INFORM









WHY?
IDENTIFY 
TRENDS

Co-location

Open libraries /Accessibility and inclusivity

Well-being and indoor/outdoor connections

Community spaces/creativity and collaboration

Flexibility

Revenue streams and efficiency gains

Engagement and evaluation

Sustainability



The Hive, 
Worcester



Savannakhet, 
Laos



WHY?
INTERACT

Contact us 
with news 
from your 
country

1
Submit case 
studies of 
exciting 
libraries

2
Contribute 
articles on key 
issues

3
Sign up to the 
Newsletter

4



THE LIBRARY 
COMMUNITY 
:Your Role

PICK YOUR BRAINS AS 
EXPERTS, STAKEHOLDERS, 

CONTRIBUTORS,  
FOLLOWERS

WHAT DO LIBRARY 
PLANNERS AND DESIGNERS 

NEED FROM DL?

WHAT KIND OF CONTENT

WEBSITE FUNCTIONALITY FUNDING



WHY?
IMPACT

• Good design = good service

• Good design supports 
wellbeing

• Good design results in well-
used community spaces

• Good design enables 
collaboration and creativity



Thank you for listening
Questions?

KAREN LATIMER
K.Latimer@qub.ac.uk
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